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BAIL — CHILDREN AND JUVENILES 

45. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
Regarding the granting of bail to children and juveniles — 

(1) Between 1 July 2006 and 30 June 2007 how many children had been refused bail or recommended to be 
refused bail because a responsible adult, approved by the relevant officer, could not be found? 

(2) What was the age of these children and juveniles? 

(3) What assessment criteria does an adult have to meet to be regarded as a responsible adult? 

(4) What measures does the department have to ensure that innocent children and juveniles are not kept in 
inappropriate detention facilities? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank Hon Giz Watson for some notice of the question. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has 
supplied the following answer — 

(1) Western Australia Police does not record this data; refer to the Department of Corrective Services. By 
way of explanation, the police do not refuse bail because a responsible adult cannot be found. In 
circumstances when, despite all reasonable efforts, a responsible adult has not been found, the juvenile 
is conveyed to the DCS facility at Rangeview, where facilities are more appropriate for the care of a 
juvenile. Ongoing inquiries are made at Rangeview to locate a responsible adult. On occasions, 
juveniles come into police custody for such situations as breach of existing bail conditions, or various 
serious matters that make them ineligible for bail. In these circumstances, they are referred to the care 
of Rangeview until their court appearance.  

(2) WA Police does not record this data; refer to DCS.  

(3) Section 20 of the Young Offenders Act stipulates that a responsible adult is to be notified, and outlines 
how that is to occur. However, it does not define what a responsible adult is. The definition used by 
police is in the Bail Act 1982, part C, 2(1), which states — 

. . . means a parent, relative, employer or other person who, in the opinion of the judicial 
officer or authorised officer, is in a position to both influence the conduct of the child and 
provide the child with support and direction. 

(4) From time to time police have juveniles in their custody who are accused of committing crime. Those 
juveniles will either be released to bail at the earliest opportunity or referred to DCS, as outlined in the 
answer to question (1).  

Innocence will ultimately be determined through the judicial process, not by the police. The police do 
not have custodial facilities specifically designed for juveniles, only short-term detention facilities 
originally designed for adult detainees. A vast number of police lockups do not meet the appropriate 
custodial care requirements. Furthermore, it is the policy of WA Police that juvenile detainees should 
not be detained in police facilities.  

 


